CBA Election of new Board Members......

will begin immediately following our Annual Meeting on Saturday December eth.
Electronic ballots will be emailed to members or you can vote in person at the club.

Voting will close at midnight on December 14th,

Kate Hill

| have been playing bridge for the last 15 years. As a result, |
' so value the friendships | have made and love the
competitive nature of the game. | was introduced to bridge in
middle school,but did not play regularly until retiring from
Bank of America12 years ago.

| initiated and spearheaded the 6 MO bridge fundraiser in
March 2025 which was a tremendous success and raised
$15,000 for victims of Hurricane Helene. | am excited the
Bridge Center is thriving again after COVID and believe my
involvement on the Board can help maintain that momentum.

Richard Mortara

| enjoyed a long professional career as a neurosurgeon,
during which | served as President of Good Samaritan
Hospital in Lexington, Kentucky. | also served as Chief of the
Surgical Department at St. Joseph Step-Down Hospital and

. served on the boards of the Hope Center and Catholic

1 Charities of Lexington.

' After retiring and moving to Charlotte, | discovered the joy of
A SESEEE pridge and have been playing for the past 13 years. | value
the challenge of the game and the camaraderie that it fosters. The CBA is clearly thriving
and well on its way to recapturing its pre-COVID vitality. | would be honored to help
support this continued momentum as a member of the Board. My focus will be promoting
friendships, participation, and encouraging a welcoming environment for players at all
levels.



Colleen Penner

My interest in bridge started some fourteen years ago when a
group of friends asked if | would like to join them in learning the
game. | am so glad that | accepted the invitation. Playing cards
is a wonderful opportunity to socialize and meet new people.
My original group of twelve ladies continue to meet weekly
and, yes... we still do not keep score.

That being said, | loved the game and wanted to improve my

: . play. The Bridge Center has allowed me to do such. The last
few years of competitive bridge has not only helped my game but has given me the
opportunity to meet so many amazing people. The attendance at the center has grown
significantly due to the dedication and hard work of a few individuals. What better way to
show my appreciation than to be willing to be a part of the team that is ensuring the
success of The Bridge Center. Hopefully my many years of volunteering in a variety of
positions ranging from Room Parent to Co-President of the Parents Association will be of
assistance to the board and it's members.

Jim Talbot

| started playing bridge and losing money in college in 1959,
then played party bridge in the 1990’s and then at the club in
2016 after the devil made me do it. | have about 600 MP’s,
but I am not a Life Master. | started taking lessons from Wally
Marcin in 2017 with my first partner Richard Mortara and |
recently “graduated” from the Marcin school of hard knocks.

’ One of my favorite things about the club is the use of the
Mentor/Mentee concept and the “Over/Under games. | wish
we’d had something like that when | started playing in 2016.
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Now that we have these features at the club, | would like to try to find ways to enhance
the experience during the games or perhaps introduce some alternative ways for higher
MP players to play with lower MP players.

| would like to be a voice for our newer players, willing to listen to their
suggestions and bring them to the board.



Bill Taylor

| learned to play bridge as an adolescent, but only started
playing duplicate with the Lake Norman club in 2008. Playing
regularly in both Charlotte and Lake Norman for thirteen
years. | retired last year after 50 years in medical practice.

Since face-to-face bridge resumed after covid, the Charlotte
Bridge Association has done an outstanding job of rebuilding
and expanding its in-person bridge offering. My interest in
running is to maintain continuity of the many things the club
does well, especially attracting new players to the game, and
promoting a zero tolerance policy that allows all players to
have an enjoyable session. Tournament sponsorship and The Longest Day program are
other bright spots.

While vacationing, I've had the chance to play at over a dozen local bridge clubs,
including the huge multi-site reservations required club at The Villages in

Florida. Walking into a room full of strangers is still intimidating, and | would like to have
every visitor and newcomer feel a warm welcome here in Charlotte.



